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Bowls England has announced the cancellation of all its domestic events ahead of the 
2020 lawn bowls season in response to the latest Government advice and growing 
concerns from bowlers about how the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak will impact lawn 
bowls.

The decision, which was reached at an Emergency Meeting of Board members and key 
staff, held on Tuesday 17th March, covers all National Championships, National 
Competitions and other domestic events. Discussions are ongoing with the British Isles 
Bowls Council and British Isles Women’s Bowls Council with regard to British Isles events 
this year.

Bowls England will be providing support and advice to clubs and county associations over 
the coming weeks to ensure the future of the sport – including plans for a proposed 
‘Festival of Bowls’ later in the season.

Tony Allcock OBE, Bowls England Chief Executive, said: “Every organisation is currently 
coming to terms with a global situation that is unprecedented, to which Bowls England is 
sadly not immune. The National Finals are the conclusion of a long process that starts 
each year in May, therefore it is not possible for the qualification process to be completed 
in time throughout our 35 county associations.

“However, bowlers are known to be resilient and have proven in the past that they join 
together and support each other in the time of need. Now, more than ever, is the time for 
us all to work together to ensure that our clubs and bowling greens are available when it is 
deemed safe to resume our much-loved sport. So we would urge our members to commit 
to their clubs, keep an eye out for their fellow members who may feel isolated and be 
ready to get back on the greens when Government guidance allows.

“Finally, I wish to thank my staff team for their support at this time in managing this ever-
changing situation. We have been inundated with enquiries from our clubs and county 
associations, and we will ensure that each and every enquiry is responded to in the 
coming days. However, our priority in the next two days will be ensuring that our staff are 
able to work from home effectively from next Monday”

The Board agreed that one of the most important areas of work for Bowls England over the
coming weeks will be club support. Bowls England plans to provide advice and support on 
subjects including:

1.Coronavirus Guidance

2.Minimum amount of Greens Maintenance required so greens are playable when we 
resume bowling

3.Funding (including Club Loans and encouraging bowlers to support their clubs financially
by continuing to pay their annual subscriptions – so clubs will still be there for them when 
we resume bowling)

4.Recruitment

5.Looking after each other (including encouraging members to keep an eye out for each 
other, especially fellow bowlers who may live on their own)



6.Staying Fit (including producing a ‘Bowlers’ Workout’ in order to keep members active 
during isolation or working from home)

Other key decisions taken by the Board were:

1.Bowls England office to close with effect from Friday 20th March and all staff (including 
Coach Bowls employees) to work from home with effect from Monday 23rd March – 
support for Clubs and County Associations will continue as normal.

2.Work on the new Bowls England Head Office is put ‘on hold’ until further notice

3.In support of Clubs at this difficult time, Bowls England will refund the Affiliation Fees 
paid for 2020 by each playing member. Bowls England will arrange refunds to the county 
associations, who are mandated to ensure that all monies are then paid to their Member 
Clubs.

4.Board to meet regularly via Skype/Conference Call to monitor the ever-changing 
situation, review the impact on bowls and plan accordingly – regular updates will be 
issued.

Full statement outlining key decisions following discussion by Bowls England Board on 
Tuesday 17th March 2020

====================================================================

County Administrator 
Mr Colin Homes
Mobile. 07525 087233

bowlssurreyca@yahoo.com 

STATEMENT: CORONAVIRUS

To all Bowlers in Surrey,
                                          Bowls England have put out a communication regarding the
Coronavirus, which has been published on both the SCWBA & SCBA websites.
In  the  light  of  the  Bowls  England  statement,  Bowls  Surrey  wish  to  make  the  following
statement on behalf of SCWBA & SCBA.

Operations.
Senior Officers of both Associations, in conjunction with Bowls Surrey, will manage all affairs,
whilst this situation exists. Both Secretaries are making themselves available to assist Clubs as
much as possible with advice.
SCWBA – sheronmitchell@yahoo.co.uk  Mobile 07729 022091
SCBA – matchsecretary@surreycountybowls.co.uk  Mobile 07846 367034

Communication.
This will be provided in three ways.
 1. Direct to each Club, via the Club Contact

2. Via the Websites
3. Via Facebook to those who have signed up.

Inter-County Matches & Competitions.
These have all been cancelled. Players will be contacted who have already paid for matches.

County Competitions.
These will not take place in 2020. All entrants will receive a refund of their entry fee.

https://www.bowlsengland.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/BE_Coronavirus_001_180320_FINAL.pdf
https://www.bowlsengland.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/BE_Coronavirus_001_180320_FINAL.pdf
mailto:matchsecretary@surreycountybowls.co.uk
mailto:sheronmitchell@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bowlssurreyca@yahoo.com


Celebration & Internal Friendly matches.
Any that were scheduled to be played in May or June 2020 are cancelled. Our expectation is,
that the remainder will also be cancelled, however we will review them 2nd June 2020. Once
again players will be contacted, who have already paid for matches.

Presidential Teams
These will be deferred for one year, in order for them to enjoy a full year in office.

Affiliation Fees
All affiliation fees including Bowls England, will be refunded to Clubs, once we have received 
the monies, together with Surrey & National Competition entry fees, also any payment made 
for year books. The only exception being any donations made to the Benevolent funds.

This will be made as one payment to Clubs. It is then down to the Clubs to reimburse their 
members. 

Finally
We trust that everyone will remain healthy during this worrying period.

Yours sincerely    

Colin Homes

=======================================================================

Statement by West Surrey Bowling Association
 
From: Howard Quinnell<howard.quinnell@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, 19 Mar 2020 at 08:46
Subject: West Surrey Bowling Association
To:
Dear Colleagues,

Following the announcement by Bowls England yesterday I am writing to you on behalf of 
West Surrey BA to state what we propose to deal with current situation.

To date clubs have affiliated and paid the entries for the Saturday League and MidWeek 
League. Our proposal is because are fees are low we retain them and roll them over to 
2021. Next year is an important year for the Association as we will celebrate the 75th 
Anniversary of the formation of the Association. We will of course contact clubs at the end 
of this year to ensure the detail remains the same. There will be changes to the Saturday 
League as new clubs will be joining, but the MidWeek League format could remain the 
same. The leagues will not be played this coming season.

Competitions - I have only received a small number of entries so I will make refunds. No 
competitions this coming season

Association Friendly Matches - Matches arranged up until the end of June will, in line with 
Bowls England advice, be cancelled. We will review the position at the beginning of June 
to see if any games can be played later in the season, but the it looks doubtful.

Association Tour. The intention was that we tour Durham. Some tourists have paid 
deposits and we have made a sizable deposit to the Tour Company. I have already 
contacted the Tour Company and requested that the detail already arranged for this year is
transferred to 2021. We need a tour for 2021 and hopefully this will show good faith to the 

mailto:howard.quinnell@gmail.com


Tour Company, Hotel and the Clubs we are due to play. Again I would like to retain the 
deposits.

If anyone has any questions or is unhappy with what is suggested kindly contact me.

I am now starting on the sizeable task of refunding the Bowls Surrey affiliation fees.

Kind regards and look after yourselves.

Howard.
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